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of	what	we	 term	the	21st-	century	 infrastructure	state,	which	seeks	 to	mobilise	
foreign	 capital	 for	 infrastructure	 projects	 designed	 to	 enhance	 transnational	
connectivity.
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Zero-	sum	 geopolitical	 competition	 to	 control	 territory	 animated	 Cold	 War	 great	 power	 rivalry.	 From	 Truman	 to	
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ment”	 (Harris,	2007),	a	 trope	 that	was	 re-	introduced	during	 the	Cold	War	 (Kotkin,	2008).	 Indeed,	Soviet	officialdom	
eyed	the	network	of	American	allies	 that	ringed	 its	borders	at	 the	height	of	 the	Cold	War	wearily	 (i.e.,	South	Korea,	
Japan,	South	Vietnam,	Thailand,	Pakistan,	Iran,	Turkey,	and	West	Germany),	and	re-	branded	its	overseas	development	
programme	under	the	leadership	of	Nikita	Khrushchev	in	an	attempt	to	establish	alliances	(US	DoS,	1958;	Staley,	1954;	






because	 the	USA	provided	 international	security,	barriers	 to	entry	were	 low,	and	there	was	scope	 for	other	countries	

























































































































































in	the	Indochinese	family”	(Le Monde Colonial Illustré	1936,	in	Ivarsson,	2008).	Stuart-	Fox	(1995)	contends	that	myths	of	
fabulous	resource	wealth	were	promulgated	to	justify	expansion	via	“infrastructure	of	colonial	control”	that	consisted	of	
roads,	administrative	posts,	and	barracks	that	every	male	age	18–	60	was	required	to	build.
Spatial	objectives	 shifted	during	 the	Cold	War	as	 the	USA	viewed	 technological	assistance	as	a	 tool	 to	 inhibit	 the	
spread	of	communism	in	the	region.	The	US	Bureau	of	Reclamation	and	State	Department,	through	initiatives	like	the	










connectivity.	 Infrastructure	development,	one	of	ASEAN’s	pillars	 for	economic	 integration,	promised	 to	enhance	 the	
supply	side	of	the	economy,	reduce	reliance	on	mining,	and	foster	pro-	poor	growth	(Bhattacharyay,	2009);	meanwhile,	
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the	GMS	planned	economic	corridors	of	roads,	railways,	and	logistics	infrastructure.	Laos	is	at	the	heart	of	the	GMS,	and	













































































indeed	grow	as	connective	 infrastructures	–	 the	railway,	a	“smart”	city,	expressways,	bridges,	 industrial	 farming,	and	
processing	facilities	–	“kick	into	gear”	(Phouthonesy,	2019,	n.p.).
3.2	 |	 Nepal: From “India locked” to land linked
In	October	2019,	President	Xi	Jinping	made	a	historic	visit	 to	Nepal.	It	was	the	first	 time	a	Chinese	President	visited	































































































ment	Nepal's	 India-	centric	orientation.	In	this	context,	 the	construction	of	 trans-	Himalayan	infrastructure	represents	
an	assertion	of	agency	closely	tied	to	the	objectives	of	self-	determination,	sovereignty,	and	ultimately	the	realisation	of	
national	dignity.
4 	 | 	 CONCLUSION
This	paper	first	considers	the	notion	of	a	new	Cold	War	and	suggests	that	there	is	a	novel	territorial	logic	in	which	the	
USA	and	China	engage	in	geopolitical-	economic	competition	to	integrate	territory	into	respective	spheres	of	orienta-
tion.	 The	 dynamics	 of	 this	 competition	 differ	 from	 the	 Cold	 War,	 and	 as	 the	 epigraph	 from	 Mike	 Pompeo	 demon-
strates,	the	US	cannot	“contain”	China.	Instead,	the	USA	has	begun	to	compete	with	China	to	realise	a	territorial	vision	
through	the	financing	and	construction	of	large-	scale	infrastructure.	But	this	competition	is	not	straightforward	or	zero	
















(sec.	4.3).	Importantly,	the	law	would	authorise	the	appropriation	of	“such	sums as may be necessary	to	co-	finance	infra-
structure	projects	that	could	otherwise	be	included	within	China's	Belt	and	Road	Initiative”	(emphasis	added,	sec.	118).
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